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Introduction



Identity is a set of characteristics that make a character fit in a particular setting or group of people. One can be socialized or born to fit in the specific group. It consists of behavioural and personal characteristics which tend to define a person. The manner of dressing, talking, and the people and places they hang around play an essential role in one’s identity. Taking part in a sport places one in a sportsperson identity, being talkative identifies one with extroverts. 
Body
The protagonist in "Trample the Dead, Hurdle the Weak" is a young man. While addressing his football friend, he uses a serious yet joking tone. "Look at that: it's a fucking antonym," (Shepard 51). He says this while addressing Wainwright. While addressing his brother, he uses a stern but not severe voice. While they are having a conversation with the mother, he expresses himself in a dignified tone. He wants to know where their dad is, but the mother admits that she does not know his whereabouts. He uses a respective language while talking with his mum. On the other hand, the coach demands proper communication, but the narrator uses an unfriendly language in the presence of the Coach. He says, "It’s fucking slippery coach." The coach replies, "And watch your language." (Shepard 55).
The narrator wants to identify himself with the dad. They have been raised by the mother single-handedly, and therefore they have not spent time with their father. When Wainwright confirms that there is a boy who plays skilfully and that his father loves him, the narrator also wants to have a feel of the fatherly love. He further expresses his identity with his brother and admits being younger than his brother, who is about twelve years old. He portrays over-dependency on his brother, "you're not gonna leave me here, are you?" (Shepard 61). It shows that he expresses fears over being left alone, how the dad left them, according to their mother. He identifies with the football family since he trains with his school team.

Arnold Friend's Identity

Arnold Friend hides his identity at first in a bid to convince Connie to get into his trap. First, he is identified as Satan according to his appearance. The author says, "there were two boys in the car, and now she recognized the driver: he had shaggy, shabby black hair that looked crazy as a wig and he was grinning at her," (Oates 316). Arnold Friend also knows a lot about Connie and her family. It is a scary realization that comes to haunt Connie later. His boots do not fit well, and also the issue of having the wig is scary to the extent of identifying him as the devil.

Furthermore, he puts on mirrored sunglasses and has translucent skin. Friend promises to take Connie to a different world where she would be happy, but the moment he starts demanding favors from Connie, things change. Arnold's character is speared by the fact that the author wanted to warn young people of the dangers of people they do not know well. It differs with Paducah’s reasoning because a normal human being cannot behave in the manner that Arnold behaved. Having translucent skin and suspected hooves instead of feet is an abnormal act. Also, someone that claims to love the other cannot instil fear in their loved ones.
From the article, "Identity in the Age of Social Media," users of social media use it as a tool to hide their real identity. People post on Instagram pictures and information that is not originally theirs.  They also display the best, yet they have the bad and the ugly photos. "They often post a few times a week, constantly presenting their lives in a way that demands attention and envy." Social media users also hide their identity, especially from prospective employers, by creating fake accounts like Finstagram, which is a fake Instagram. They use the account to post information that might get them fired if seen. "People use these accounts to talk about sex, drugs, and other taboo things that they might not be able to post on their real Instagram." Employers have now gone to social media to check on their employees' history, which is a danger sign to employees.
Conclusion

Identity plays a key role in defining who one is. The narrator in the first story plays football at school with his friend, Wainwright; therefore, he identifies with the school football community. Arnold friend’s appearance makes the audience relate to him as a bad person from the way of his dressing and behavior. The last article explores what happens on social media and how people put on fake identities to attract more followers to the point of luring them into immoral activities. It is becoming a serious issue to the point that employers are becoming wary of the new trend.
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